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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
Order Instituting Rulemaking on the 
Commission’s own motion into the application of 
the California Environmental Quality Act to 
applications of jurisdictional telecommunications 
utilities for authority to offer service and 
construct facilities. 
 

 
 

Rulemaking 06-10-006 
(Filed October 2006) 

 

 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE’S RULING 
SETTING WORKSHOP 

 
A workshop will be held in this proceeding on January 24, 2007, beginning 

at 9:30 a.m. in Training Room B at the California Public Utilities Commission, 

505 Van Ness Avenue in San Francisco.  This first in a series of issue-specific 

workshops will focus on the relationship between state and local environmental 

review of telecommunications projects.  Parties should be prepared to discuss the 

issues raised in the Order Instituting Rulemaking, in parties’ comments, and at 

the scheduling/scoping workshop. 

Within the larger context of this proceeding, the basic question to be 

addressed at this workshop is the proper relationship between state and local 

environmental review pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA) of telecommunications projects subject to this Commission’s jurisdiction. 

A number of parties have recommended that CEQA review of 

telecommunications projects be performed primarily at the local level, rather 

than by the Commission.   Other parties have expressed some concerns about 
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this recommendation.  This workshop will address and seek to resolve the issues 

raised by this recommendation. 

Some of the questions to be addressed at this workshop include: 

• What projects are most suitable for local review? (Examples might 
include projects being built completely within one jurisdiction, such as 
many projects by the smaller incumbent local exchange carriers.) 

• What projects are less suitable for local review?  (Examples would 
likely include projects that cross multiple jurisdictions, such as long-
haul fiber networks.) 

• What is the criteria for determining whether the CPUC or the local 
agency should perform CEQA? 

• How best can the Commission and local agencies coordinate and 
cooperate on CEQA review? 

• What happens to projects suitable for local review when the local 
jurisdiction is uncooperative? (Should there be a mechanism for 
addressing this situation, such as an alternative state-level review?) 

• What happens to projects suitable for local review, but the local 
jurisdiction lacks the ability to perform a proper review?  (Is there a 
way that the state can provide standards and resources to ensure that 
local jurisdictions can do an adequate review?) 

• How does the public receive notice of specific projects? 

Parties may also raise other questions relating to this issue.  All questions 

should be addressed within the larger context of this Rulemaking, which include 

facilitation of the deployment of needed infrastructure, protection of California’s 

environment, and compliance with CEQA. 

IT IS RULED that: 

1. A workshop shall be held in this proceeding on January 24, 2007, 

beginning at 9:30 a.m. in Training Room B, California Public Utilities 

Commission, 505 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco, California. 
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2. Parties should be prepared to address the relationship between state and 

local environmental review of telecommunications projects, as described above. 

Dated January 10, 2007, at San Francisco, California. 

 
 
 

  /s/  PETER V. ALLEN 
  Peter V. Allen 

Administrative Law Judge 
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INFORMATION REGARDING SERVICE 

 
I have provided notification of filing to the electronic mail addresses on the 

attached service list. 

Upon confirmation of this document’s acceptance for filing, I will cause a 

copy of the filed document to be served upon the service list to this proceeding 

by U.S. mail.  The service list I will use to serve the copy of the filed document is 

current as of today’s date. 

Dated January 10, 2007, at San Francisco, California. 

 
 
 

/s/  ILUMINADA R. BABARAN 
Iluminada R. Babaran 
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